
cabinet a group of advisers to the president (p. 259) 
Californios Mexicans who lived in California (p. 373) 

canal an artificial waterway (p. 318) 
capital money for investment (pp. 308, 399, 536) 

capitalism an economic system based on private property and free 
enterprise (p. 308) 

caravel small, fast ship with a broad bow (p. 40) 
carbon dating a scientific method used to determine the age of an artifact (p. 

19) 
carpetbaggers name given to Northern whites who moved South after the Civil 

War and supported the Republicans (p. 510) 
cash crop farm crop raised to be sold for money (pp. 103, 518) 
casualty a military person killed, wounded, or captured (p. 469) 
caucus a meeting held by a political party to choose their party’s 

candidate for president or decide policy (pp. 269, 337) 
cede to give up by treaty (p. 374) 

census official count of a population (p. 314) 
charter a document that gives the holder the right to organize 

settlements in an area (p. 71) 
charter colony colony established by a group of settlers who had been given a 

formal document allowing them to settle (p. 110) 
checks and balances the system in which each branch of government has a check on 

the other two branches so that no one branch becomes too 
powerful (p. 210) 

circumnavigate to sail around the world (p. 49) 
citizen a person who owes loyalty to and is entitled to the protection 

of a state or nation (p. 229) 
civil disobedience refusal to obey laws that are considered unjust as a nonviolent 

way to press for changes (p. 566) 
civil wa r conflict between opposing groups of citizens of the same 

country (p. 444) 
civilization a highly developed culture, usually with organized religions and 

laws (p. 22) 
classical relating to ancient Greece and Rome (p. 39) 

clipper ship a fast sailing ship with slender lines, tall masts, and large 
square sails (p. 387) 

coeducatio n the teaching of male and female students together (p. 427) 
collective bargaining discussion between an employer and union representatives of 

workers over wages, hours, and working conditions (p. 537) 
Columbian Exchange exchange of goods, ideas, and people between Europe and the 

Americas (p. 60) 
commission a group of persons directed to perform some duty (p. 516) 

committee of 
correspondence 

an organization that used meetings, letters, and pamphlets to 
spread political ideas through the colonies (p. 137) 

compromise agreement between two or more sides in which each side gives 
up some of what it wants (p. 204) 

concurrent powers powers shared by the states and the federal government (p. 
219) 

Conestoga wagon sturdy vehicle topped with white canvas and used by pioneers 
to move west (p. 283) 

conquistador Spanish explorer in the Americas in the 1500s (p. 51) 
constituents people that members of Congress represent (p. 223) 



constitution a formal plan of government (pp. 89, 193) 
corruption dishonest or illegal actions (p. 510) 
cotton gin a machine that removed seeds from cotton fiber (pp. 308, 398) 

counter-terrorism military or political activities intended to combat terrorism (p. 
583) 

coureur de bois French trapper living among Native Americans (p. 62) 
court-martial to try by a military court (p. 326) 

credit a form of loan; ability to buy goods based on future payment 
(p. 403) 

culture a way of life of a group of people who share similar beliefs and 
customs (p. 19) 

customs duties taxes on foreign imported goods (p. 280) 
 


